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Aug. 17: Unidentified assailants broke into the Port-au-Prince home of Clifford Larose, a former
Information Ministry official under the government of deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide.
Larose was severely injured in the attack. Next, soldiers broke into the rectory of Roman Catholic
Bishop Willy Romelus in Jeremie, saying they were searching for weapons. In a radio address the
previous week, Romelus had declared, "It is time to rid the country of these wild beasts and of
military governments and return to constitutional rule." Aug. 18: The Human Rights Platform,
a coalition of 10 opposition and human rights groups, briefed the negotiating mission led by
Organization of American States (OAS) chief Joao Baena Soares on what they called the systematic
abuse of human rights by the military since the September coup. The abuses, according to the
group, "include hundreds, even thousands of cases of summary execution, torture, arbitrary
detention and abduction." According to the Platform, since the coup approximately 3,000 Haitians
have been murdered by the armed forces and police, 4,000 people have arbitrarily detained,
2,000 have been wounded or beaten by soldiers, and there have been more than 1,800 cases of
unwarranted search. The Human Rights Platform said the army has stepped up its campaign of
"misinformation and terrorization of the population" during August, citing military allegations
that Aristide supporters are "terrorists seeking to destabilize the government." According to
independent media reports in Haiti, at least 20 civilians have been killed in political violence during
the month of August. Aug. 19: According to the independent Haitian Press Agency (AHP) and
Radio Metropole, the bodies of a prominent Aristide supporter and two other people were found
in the city morgue one day after they were arrested. Matine Remilien, who recently co-founded
the pro-Aristide Louvri Barriere Party, was among the victims. The three were reportedly detained
for having posted photographs of Aristide on buildings just prior to the visit of an Organization of
America States (OAS) mission. Aug. 20: London-based Amnesty International (AI) issued a report
titled "Haiti: Human Rights Held to Ransom," accusing the Haitian military of re-establishing the
repressive structures of the Duvalier dictatorship. The report also accuses the Bush administration
of covering up human rights abuses by government forces and of violating international law by
refusing to accept Haitian refugees. AI-USA deputy director Curt Goering said repression has
escalated dramatically since an AI delegation conducted interviews in Haiti during March and April.
(Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 08/19/92; Associated Press, 08/18- 20/92; Agence FrancePresse, 08/17-20/92; Spanish news service EFE, 08/20/92)
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